Weather and Climate





Name___________________
Geography 6

Background:  God created our world with a variety of climate regions.  These climates are shown on pages 2-3 and are described on page 60. You are going to learn how the sun, winds, water, location, and landforms work together to shape the climate of an area. 
Directions:  Read pages 38, 56-59 in your textbook and fill in the blanks with the missing word in the word bank.  Words may be used more than once or not at all.

Difference Between Weather and Climate(page 56)
1. __________________________ includes the high and low temperature and current wind speed. 
2.  ____________________________ describes the usual temperature and precipitation patterns over a long period of time.
Effects of Latitude and Sunlight (page 38 and 56)

3. Areas near the equator, known as the Tropics, are very warm because the sun’s rays hit them ____________________.

4. High latitude regions near the North and South Poles are cold because the sun’s rays hit them ___________________________.
Draw a picture that shows how the Tropics receive more of the sun’s heat energy compared to the Poles.

Effects of Winds and Ocean Currents on Climate (pages 57-58)
5-6. Prevailing winds bring warm air from the Equator toward the ___________________ and cold air from the poles toward the ___________________
7-9. Ocean currents carry cold or warm ____________________ to different areas.  Western Europe is unexpectedly ______________________ because of the North Atlantic _____________________.   
10.  Look at the map on page 58. What kind of ocean current passes by Southern California? ______________________
11.  This ocean current makes the temperature of Southern California more _______________.
Effects of Mountains on Climate (pages 59)

12.  Because of thin air, mountain peaks are __________________.
13. The windward side of a mountain range receive________________amounts of rainfall.

14. The leeward side, or “rain shadow”, is often very ___________________.

Draw a picture that shows how mountains affect the amount of rainfall.

Climate Zones (pages 59-60)
15.  Areas that are in the same climate zone have similar patterns of ____________________ and _________________________. 

16.  When looking at the chart describing the world climate zones on page 60.  The humid continental climate that we have in Minnesota is described as having “Hot, ______________ summers; __________________, somewhat wet winters.”

Urban Climates (page 61)
17.  Large cities have higher ____________________________ than their surrounding area because paved streets and stone buildings soak up the sun’s energy.
dry			hot 			large			precipitation        dry


climate 		cold			weather		directly	


temperature(s)		warm			wet			indirectly


small			Poles			Equator		water








