Geography 6





Name_______________________

Three World Religions

Background:  The region of North Africa, Southwest Asia, and Central Asia is the birthplace of three world religions-Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  These religions have had a great impact on the region and have spread throughout the world.   Their differences, however, have led to unrest and conflict in this region.  

Directions:  Carefully read the paragraphs and pages carefully to understand the context before answering the question.  
History of Judaism:

1. Abraham lived in the city of Ur in Mesopotamia (See map on page 457).  Describe at least three characteristics of Mesopotamia.

2. When Abraham traveled from Ur to Canaan (the land promised by God near Tyre in modern Israel), he followed the Fertile Crescent (see map on 457).  Why didn’t Abraham take the shortest route and go straight west?
3. Read through the history of Judaism on page 459.  Why did the Israelites spend time in Egypt?
4. At the end of page 459, it says that centuries later the Jews were conquered and many were forced to leave their homeland.  This happened at the time of Daniel when Jews were sent to Babylon (see map on 457).  They were eventually allowed to return to Israel and rebuild the temple in Jerusalem that had been destroyed.  Over 500 years later (70 a.d.), the Romans destroyed the temple and scattered the Jews from Israel.  This term was known as the ___________________________.

Arab (mostly Muslim) and Israeli (mostly Jewish) Conflict:

5. Read about the Arabs and Israelis on page 463 and write a summary of their conflict.  The summary must include the most important information, not every detail.  Use the following words in the proper context:  Zionists, Palestine, homeland, Jews, Arabs, 1948, wars 
History of Christianity:
6. Read about Christianity on page 460.  What is the connection between Judaism and Christianity?

7. What has been the impact of Christianity?

History of Islam:
8. Read about Islam on pages 460-461 and summarize its history using the following words:  Muhammad, Quran, Mecca,  Muslims, empire
9. Some people believe that Christians and Muslims worship the same God.  Based on what you read on page 461, would you agree or disagree?  Explain why or why not.

10. List some of the contributions made by Muslims in this region described in the last paragraph on page 461.

Arab (mostly Muslim) and Israeli (mostly Jewish) Conflict Continued:
11. Now that you know more about the history of Islam in this region, let’s revisit the ongoing conflict between the Arabs and Israelis.  Read “A struggle for peace” on page 502.  Based on what you have read, do you think a peace plan like the “roadmap for peace” between Israel and the Palestinians will have a lasting impact in the future?  Why or why not?
