Geography 6






Name___________________

Overview of North Africa, SW Asia, and Central Asia
Overview:  As we head south and west of Russia, we enter a region that is extremely different than any other we have learned about so far.  At first glance, it may be difficult to determine what SW Asia has in common with North Africa and how a region can span so far from east to west.  We will soon discover which characteristics this area has in common to make it a region.  After this, you will quickly discover physical and economic characteristics of this regions as well as unique challenges they are facing.
Directions:  Carefully read each question and answer completely; using proper punctuation when necessary.
“Region” Defined:  Remember that a “region” can be defined by an area having common landforms and/or climate characteristics.  
1. Look at the climate map on pages 2-3.  Which climate region includes most of North Africa, SW Asia and Central Asia? ____________________

2. A “region” can also be defined by an area having similar cultural characteristics.  Study the map on world religions on pages 8-9.   What is the dominant religion of the people of North Africa, SW Asia, and Central Asia?  _________________________
3. Common economic characteristics can also define a region.  Study the economy map on page 433 and list two of the leading natural resources found throughout the countries of North Africa, SW Asia, and Central Asia _______________________ _______________________

Sub Regions:  Remember when we were studying Latin America?  This region included the smaller sub-regions of Central America, South America, and the Caribbean.  The region we are in now includes three smaller sub-regions.  
4. Study the map on pages 430-431 and list the countries that you believe are included in each of the following sub-regions:

North Africa:

SW Asia:

Central Asia: (Think of the “stan’s)

Population Density Patterns:  This region has an overall lower population density, but it is not uniform throughout.  There are areas of very high density and extremely low density.
5. Study the population density map, the physical map on pages 432-433 as well as the climate map on pages 2-3.  Describe the general patterns where population density is high. (Explain where the population density is high and which landforms and climate help make it high)
6. Describe the general patterns where population density is very low.

(Again, explain where the population density is low and which landforms and climate help make it low)

Economy:  This region has a mix of countries with varying per-capita GDP’s.  Some are quite low, while others are fairly high.  Others make up the middle range.  
7. Study the per-capita GDP’s of the countries in this region on the charts shown on pages 434-437.  Compare what you see with the Economic Resources map on page 433.  Describe any pattern you notice between the per-capita GDP of a country and its resources.

Water Issues:  Water plays an important role in this region.  Not only is fresh water generally scarce in this region, seas and waterways are crucial to transportation.  
8. Read page 443 and study the map on page 430.  Explain why trade through the Strait of Gibraltar is important in this region.

9. What importance does the Suez Canal play in this region?

10. What could happen if terrorists were able to control the Strait of Hormuz?
11. Page 444 explains the importance of river valleys in this region.  What makes the land in these river valleys fertile?
12. Because of the dry climate in this region, irrigation is often needed for agriculture.  This helps increase food production.  Read the right column on page 445 and the first paragraph on page 446 and describe at least two negative impacts of irrigation in this region.  

13. Egypt built the Aswan High Dam on the Nile River in 1968.  As you read page 446, please note that its impacts have been both positive and negative.  Make a table below and list these “impacts” using bullet points.
14. It can be a challenge when two or more counties share a river; especially in a dry region.  Several countries in this region are experiencing this challenge as they share the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.  Read about it on page 450 and come up with a solution that could satisfy Turkey, Syria and Iraq.
15. Explain the benefit of desalinization.

What are some limitations with desalinization?
