Geography 6





Name_______________________

Culture of SW Asia, Central Asia and N Africa

Background:  Religion, especially Islam, is a dominant influence of the culture in this region.  While it is difficult to go into great depth when learning about the culture of such a large region with so many countries, we will attempt to focus on some of the most general traits that exist.
Directions:  Carefully read the paragraphs and pages carefully to understand the context before answering the question.  

Modern Muslim Culture:

1. According to the first paragraph on page 471, what is the main difference between Sunni and Shia Muslims?
2.  List the “5 Pillars of Islam” that faithful Muslims are required to do.
3.  What are mosques? (page 473)

4. The last paragraph on page 475 describes the traditional dominant role that men have in the family.  Which of these practices are Biblical?  Which aren’t?

Modern Jewish Culture:

5. Where do most Jews live? (page 471)______________________________

6. When and how do Jews traditionally recognize the Sabbath? (page 472)
7. Why is Yom Kippur the holiest of Jewish holidays? (page 472)
Modern Christian Culture:

8. Which two countries have a Christian majority population? (page 471)
______________________
__________________________

9. Where is the Coptic Orthodox Church found? (page 472) _________________________

Role of Women: (page 476)

10. How has the status of women in urban area changed in the past 50 years?
11. Explain how the attitude toward women in Saudi Arabia is different compared to Turkey.
