Religion and Culture in S. Asia





Name_________________

Background:  Seasonal monsoons have a strong impact on the daily lives of many of the people in this region.  South Asia is also the birthplace of two major religions; Buddhism and Hinduism.  There are also many Muslims who live in this region.  Religious differences have led to struggle and conflict.  

Directions:   Information will be provided from your book, short video clips, and other sources.  Answer the questions completely using complete sentences and proper punctuation (when appropriate).  

Monsoons: (pages 618-619)

1. Summarize in a few sentences what monsoons are.  

2. List the positive impacts of monsoons.  (can include examples from video clip)

3. What are the negative impacts of monsoons? (can include examples from video clip)

Hinduism: (page 628)
4. Read the paragraphs about Hinduism on page 628 and summarize their beliefs and practices using the following words in context:  Brahman, soul, reincarnation, dharma (duty), karma

5. According to Hindu beliefs, what role do the Ganges River (page 616) and the Brahmaputra River (page 626) play in their lives?
6. Compare and contrast this Hindu practice with Christian beliefs.

Buddhism: (pages 628-629)
7. Read the paragraphs about Buddhism on page 628-629 and summarize their beliefs and practices using the following words in context:  Siddhartha Gautama, Buddha, Eightfold Path, nirvana 
8. Compare and contrast Buddhist beliefs and practices with Christian beliefs.

Religion and Regional Conflicts in South Asia:

Differences between Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists in this region have led to conflicts in the recent past.  Read about the British rule and the formation of new nations on pages 630-631.

9. What was Gandhi’s goal?
10. Why was India divided into two separate nations, India and Pakistan, in 1947?

11. According to the video clip, how is Pakistan’s economy today?

Kashmir:
Some conflicts in South Asia continue today.  Read the last paragraph on page 631 and the first paragraph on page 632.  

12. What is happening in the Kashmir region? 

13. Why is there reason for concern?

Sri Lanka:
Read about Sri Lanka’s ethnic and religious challenges between the Sinhalese and Tamils in the first new paragraph on page 632; the last paragraph on page 667; and the first paragraph on page 668. 

14. Who are the Tamils and what do they want?

15. Based on what you know, do think this issue will be resolved?  Why or why not?
Nepal:
Read about Nepal’s political struggles since 1996 in the last paragraph on page 632 and the bottom of page 666.   The online video clip will also provide helpful information.

16. Which three groups are competing for political power in Nepal?

17. How has this conflict impacted the economy in Nepal?

Bhutan:
Even the small country of Bhutan is experiencing ethnic, religious, and political problems.  Read about it on pages 666 and 667.   Your teacher may also provide helpful outside information.

18. Summarize the conflict between the Bhutia and the Nepali.

19. What has been happening recently?

Maldives:
20. According to some scientists, what could become the biggest challenge the Maldives faces in its future? (page 668)

