Panel Discussion

The conference for the development of a

League of Muslim States

Background:  When we studied Europe, we learned about the purpose of the European Union.  Made up of over twenty countries, the EU helps improve trade by eliminating tariffs and using a common currency.  We are going to pretend that some of the countries in SW Asia and N Africa are interested in forming a similar organization called the “League of Muslim States.”  This league attempts to meet three goals:  To strengthen the economy of member nations, unite in military defense, and to preserve the Muslim culture and traditions.  As it is with the EU, a country needs to apply for membership and be selected to join.  You and another 6A student along with two students from 6B will be assigned to represent one of the countries that are being considered for membership in the “League of Muslim States.”  

These seven countries are competing for five spots in the League: Turkey, Iran, Tunisia, Syria, Jordan, Libya, and Egypt. 

Your country is counting on you to do a good job representing it. 

Directions: Read all the steps below before beginning so you completely understand the process.

1. I have been assigned to represent __________________________.

2. Two students in your group will be preparing and giving a short speech (90 seconds) stating why your country should be part of the League.  Reasons could include: 

a. Economic stability (Is your country rich?  What proof do you have?  How do you use the money?   How could this help the League?)

b. Fundamentalist or modernized (What is your country like?  How will this help the League?)

c. Government (What kind of government do you have?  Is it stable or do you have a lot of problems?   How will this help the League?)

d. Trade/relations with other countries (How would your country’s inclusion help our trade and relationship to the outside world? What is the reputation of your country?)

e. Language (What language do you speak?  Will this help you in dealing with other countries in the League?)

f. Other?

Since your speech will only be 90 seconds, you will want to carefully choose your countries greatest strengths (minimum of 2) that you can defend with factual information.

3. Two other students in your group will be preparing and giving a short speech (90 seconds) stating which three countries should be excluded from the League?  Reasons could include: 

a. Economic instability (Are they lacking resources?  What proof do you have?  How do they use their money?   How could this hurt the League?)

b. Fundamentalist or modernized (What is this country like?  How could this hurt the League?)

c. Government (What kind of government do they have?  Is it stable or are there a lot of problems?   How would this hurt the League?)

d. Trade/relations with other countries (How would this country’s inclusion hinder our trade and relationship to the outside world? What is the reputation of your country?)

e. Language (What language do they speak?  Would this hinder them in dealing with other countries in the League?)

f. Other?

Be sure to explain with facts reasons to exclude each country and how they would cause problems for the League.

4. Your group also needs to be prepared to give a rebuttal if they have been chosen as a country to be excluded from the League.

