Geography 6






Name________________

Modern Russia

Background:  Now that we have looked at Russia’s past, we will now focus on its current condition.

Directions:  Carefully read and answer each question.

“The Numbers”:  Study the chart on page 365.

1. List at least one of Russia’s strengths.

2. List at least two challenges Russia faces.

Natural Resources:  Read page 375.
3. Use details to support the “main idea” on the top of the page.

Climate:  We know that most of Russia is quite cold.  

4. Read page 379 and list at least three reasons why Russia is cold.

Religion:  Read the third paragraph on page 397.
5. Why do you think the Soviet government use schools to promote its position that there is no god or supreme being?

6. Why do you think the Soviet government would want its people to believe that there is no god or supreme being?

7. About one half of the Russia’s population practices a faith.  List the main religions in Russia.

Art/Literature/Science:
8. According to the last paragraph on page 397, the Russians are famous for which kind of dance? _____________________________

9. Page 398 describes some of Russia’s famous writers.  Why do you think the Soviet government limited the “freedom of expression?”

10. The last paragraph of page 398 says that the Soviet Union emphasized education in the sciences.  What was the result of this?

11. Which kind of dolls is pictured on page 408? ___________________________
12. Who are these dolls representing?

Housing:

13. Page 399 describes the typical housing in Russia.  How is it similar to the USA?  How is it different?
Sports:  See page 399.
14. Why is there a good chance that the Russians will earn many medals in the 2010 Olympics?
Holidays:  Also on page 399.
15. Explain how Russia’s Independence Day is similar to ours.
16. Russia’s celebration of New Year’s Eve seems similar to which Christian holiday?

17. Why do you suppose Christmas is not a major holiday in Russia?

18. Why do you think the Russians spend a week celebrating Maslenitsa?

Transportation:

19. Why is the Russian government working hard to improve their highway system?
Government:  
20. Page 419 describes some of the actions Vladimir Putin took while president of Russia.  How could these actions threaten Russia’s democracy?
21. Read and answer the essential question on page 406.  
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20.  The right hand column of page 416 describes an ongoing conflict that Russia has had with the region of Chechnya.  Based on what you read, do you think this conflict will end soon?
Economy:  refer to page 420
21. List the positive changes from Russia’s shift to a free market economy.
22. What area some economic challenges that Russia continues to face?

