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Name_______________
Introduction to Latin America

Background:  We are beginning to learn about the countries of Latin America.  Because there are so many, we cannot study them all at once.  Latin America is a region of the world that has smaller sub-regions.  We will learn what these sub-regions are and also some general information about Latin America as a whole.
Directions:  You will use the information in your book to answer these questions.

Part 1: Definitions: Where (and what) is Latin America?

1. Read the information on page 190 and summarize the relative location of Latin America.

2. Look at the charts on pages 184-185.  List the most common language spoken in Latin America.  ___________________________

This language has its base in Latin.  This is how Latin America received its name!
Part 2: General information on Latin America

3. Continue to use the charts on pages 184-185.  The term “Literacy Rate” means the percent of adults that can read and write.  Scan through the literacy rates of the countries of Latin America and compare them to the literacy rate of the United States.  Write a statement of what you discovered.
4. Still using the same charts, compare “Life Expectancy.”  Life expectancy is the average number of years a person lives in that country.   Scan through the life expectancy of the countries of Latin America and compare them to the life expectancy of the United States.  Write a statement of what you discovered.

5. Finally, use the charts to compare “GDP Per Capita.”  This is a way to compare the overall wealth of a nation by dividing the amount of all the goods produced in a nation by its population.  Scan through the GDP per capita of the countries of Latin America and compare them to the GDP per capita of the United States.  Write a statement of what you discovered.

