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Welcome to the exciting study of geography.   God’s world is a big place!  There are over 6 billion people living in over 190 countries.  We will examine the different physical features on the earth’s surface and how people interact with the landscape to make a living.  Time will also be spent looking at the political and cultural aspects of God’s world and His people.  

In order to study geography effectively, you will need to bring the following materials to class everyday:

1)  A folder with notebook paper 

2)  Pens/Pencils; Colored Pencils may be used to label regional maps

3) Textbook (please cover it when you get it and keep it covered)

You will learn geography more efficiently when you abide by the following classroom rules:

1)  Get to class on time.

2)  Be prepared by bringing materials and homework assignments to class.

3)  Be responsible for your own learning by paying attention, taking notes, completing assignments, preparing for tests, and asking for help from me when you have difficulty.

4)  Be courteous to others in the classroom by being respectful of their right to learn and participate in class.
If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to complete the assignments for the days you miss.  Assignments will be collected for you when you are absent. You can also check the our website to see what you have missed. You have double the days absent to make up the work before a late penalty is assessed.  You may have reading and assignments to complete as homework.  I encourage your parents to check your planner often to see if you completed your homework and to see when upcoming tests are. Parents and students can also access our webpage to receive updated information on daily assignments, an overview of what is happening in each class, and a monthly calendar announcing tests, projects, and other school related activities. We are in the process of transitioning from Edline to another online portal in the early fall.  Until then, we may not have a webpage up for each class.  Once we have an updated online system in place, there will be a webpage devoted to my geography class that will contain a calendar, assignments, and relevant information.  Until then, it will be very important to use your student planner diligently.
Make sure that you read and understand our policy on late-work and make-up work in your student handbook.
Finishing your assignments on time will help you understand what we are learning in class and will help you to do well on tests. Read the text slowly and carefully at least twice and thoughtfully complete the assignments.  Carefully review your assignment to make sure that you did it correctly. It will also help you review what you just learned!  

Here are some important things to know about tests.  If you were at school for the test review but absent on the day of the test, plan on making up that test on the day you return to school.  If you have missed both the review and test dates, you will make up the test on the day after you return to school.  You will take a test at the end of each chapter.  There will be test review and practice test questions with the online edition of our textbook.  A good way to prepare for tests is by reviewing the assignments, notes, and readings from the chapter before having someone quiz you.  Reviewing your performance on the online practice test will direct you to the areas that may need more time to review.   Did you know that you do not need to bring your textbook home?  Go to http://www.glencoe.com/ose
and enter the following access code:  C7F384AE6B

To access the online practice tests and other chapter-related activities, go to
http://glencoe.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0078745784/student_view0/
Once there, select the chapter you are in under “Chapter Activities” on the left side of the page.
The total number of points earned on tests, quizzes, assignments and projects determine your grade.   Enrichment opportunities will be provided to students who need it.  

Please feel free to contact me with questions. I am looking forward to a great year!!!!

Mr. Schmidt

Middle School Principal, 6th Grade Geography Teacher, 7th Grade Homeroom Teacher
