Geography

Section 14-1 (continued)

History and Government

II. The Rise and Fall of Communism


A. Communism Foundations



1. Lenin: Factory Ownership – gov’t control to level out the power



2. Stalin: Religious freedoms – prevented practicing of religion


B. Agriculture and Industry



1. Command Economy – gov’t control of all economic life



2. Collectivization – small farms combined into large factory-like farm




a. Goal #1: more efficient as large farms




b. Goal #2: relocate the peasants to factories 



3. Results:




a. Farming – inefficient – leads to food shortages

b. Industry – effective – huge factories make steel, machinery, 

weapons


C. Soviet Power



1. Effects of WWII – Stalin’s goal: Soviet Union not invaded again – 

process – place troops in Eastern European countries



2. Cold War – noncombative struggle for influence b/w USA and USSR



3. NATO – alliance: USA/Western European nations – help in defense



4. Warsaw Pact – alliance USSR/Eastern (communistic) nations



5. Ready for change – resources go to military, along with food 

shortages – Soviets ready for change


D. Attempts at Reform



- Mikhail Gorbachev




a. Glasnost – policy of openness: say/write what you want




b. Perestroika – restructuring – factory managers more control, 

established small, privately owned businesses




c. Results

i. Soviet people doubt communism

ii. Eastern Europeans reject communistic rule


E. Collapse of Soviet Union



1. Criticism of Gorbachev




a. Hard-liners – wanted to maintain communistic rule




b. Reformers – looking for more/faster change



2. Boris Yeltsin – 1st president of Russia

a. Coup – overthrow of the government by military force (this 

one was unsuccessful)

b. 1991 – independence (limited success building democracy 

and market economy)



3. Vladimir Putin




a. More Gov’t control – dealing with rising crime and violence




b. Chechnya – more civil war – looking to separate from Russia

