Calvin Christian School

Geographers’ Fair
2011-2012
Who?
All sixth grade students will participate in this year’s Geographers’ Fair.  Each student will complete a project individually.  Parents may assist students in completing these projects, but please keep in mind that this is a learning activity for 6th graders first.  6th graders should be doing the majority of the work!

What? 
Students will complete a display based upon a topic of their choice. Students will be required to research this topic and present it in two ways: create a tri-fold board and a project. The tri-fold board will summarize the research, and the project will present the topic in a concrete fashion. 

There usually is a theme suggested for the Minnesota Geographer’s Fair, however our students are not limited to using that theme. Make sure that your topic’s focus is GEOGRAPHY! (remember the 5 themes of geography)
Why?
God created the world and it was good.  Today, we live in a complex and inter-related world that, although it has been greatly affected by sin, still belongs to and is sustained by God.  Therefore Christian students have an obligation to study God’s entire world, in all its diversity.  As we take a closer look at different habitats and “homes” for different animals and people, we will be able to enjoy and appreciate God’s creativity and variety.

When?
The final projects are due on Tuesday, December 6 and will be on display for the middle school and 5th grade classes.  However, other due dates have been set up to avoid procrastination:  

Tuesday, September 20 – Topic proposal due
Friday, September 23 – Class trip to the Southdale Library (tentative date)
Friday, October 7 - Hand in typed Works Cited  of at least five sources
Tuesday, October  18 – Outline of paper due
Tuesday, October 25 – Introduction paragraph and conclusion paragraph due
Wednesday, November 2– Rough draft of paper due
Wednesday, November 16 – Final draft papers due
Tuesday, December 6– Final projects due – bring to school to set up
Requirements:
· A Five Paragraph Essay – to be turned in to LA

· A Typed Works Cited Page  - at least five different sources

· 2 separate pages – one turned in to LA and one attached to display

· A Tri-Fold Display  - a stand alone display board to present the topic

· A Project – to further illustrate your topic

· The tri-fold display and the project make up the Geography presentation for the fair.

Project Ideas:  

· Make a model.

· Construct a diorama.

· Make a photo/factual display.

· Create a power point presentation

· Make a mobile.

· Include an audio or videotape.

· Create a game or puzzle

· Produce an I-movie

Selection of Projects for Minnesota Geography Fair

This year we will select several projects to be presented at the Geography Fair at the Science Museum on Saturday, February 5. Judges will look at the overall quality of each project and select those that are well constructed, include a good amount of information, are easy to read and understand, and that are unique.  Being selected (or not selected) for the Minnesota Fair does not affect a student’s grade.  Students following teacher requirements in each category determine grades.

Research Resources:

1.  The Internet: The students have already been looking through some Internet sites in computer class.  They have a list of several places to go to for more information.

2.  School Library: Be sure to check our own library to see if there are any books that may be helpful for your topic.

3.  Local Library:  Most public libraries will have picture books, reference books, magazine articles, maps, pamphlets, etc. that will be helpful for your project.

