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Europe Atlas Overview

Background:  We are heading east across the Atlantic Ocean to begin our study of the continent of Europe.  Even though Europe is not very large physically, its large population is quite diverse.  Today we will take a look at population characteristics of the continent as a whole.  You may notice some interesting differences between Western and Eastern Europe.

Directions:  Study the chart beginning on page 264 and answer the following questions.  You will discover patterns that exist.
1. Examine the literacy rates of the countries in Europe.  Overall, how do they compare to the United States?  
2. Is there much difference between the literacy rates of Western European nations and the countries of Eastern Europe?

3. Now compare the GDP Per Capita of Western European nations with the countries of Eastern Europe.  Describe the pattern that you notice.  

4. Hypothesize why some of the nations have a very low GDP Per Capita.  Try to come up with several reasons.
5. What does it tell you if a country like Moldova and Montenegro has a low GDP Per Capita, but a high literacy rate like the more wealthy nations have?

6. I was surprised that…
