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Name__________________
Debate 101

Background:  A debate can be very formal (like political debates on TV before elections) or very informal (like a discussion around the dinner table).  Usually, if done correctly, they are competitive.  You can also learn a lot and have fun.  The keys to a successful debate are:  

1. Follow the format and not speak out of turn

2. Be respectful and logical about your comments (It is not personal)

3. Be prepared

4. Remember that you are trying to convince the judges, not the other side 
Important Debate Vocabulary:
1. Motion-The topic of the debate.  It is usually a controversial statement that one team agrees with and the other opposes.

2. Judges-The people who decide who supported their argument better and should win the debate.
3. Proposition-The people who support the motion that is being debated.

4. Opposition-The people who are against the motion that is being debated. 

5. First Proposition Constructive Speech-The first prepared speech the proposition side makes to support their opinion.  They should use at least 3-4 major points to provide proof.  This speech is a maximum of 5 minutes.
6. First Opposition Constructive Speech-The first prepared speech the opposition side makes to support their opinion.  They should use at least 3-4 major points to provide proof.  This speech is a maximum of 5 minutes.
7. Second Proposition Constructive Speech-The second prepared speech the proposition side makes to support their opinion.  They build on and extend the points made in the first proposition constructive speech.  They also go against the main points that the opposition side made during their first constructive speech.  This speech is a maximum of 5 minutes.
8. Second Opposition Constructive Speech-The second prepared speech the opposition side makes to support their opinion.  They build on and extend the points made in the first opposition constructive speech.  They also go against the main points that the proposition side made during their first constructive speech.  This speech is a maximum of 5 minutes.
9. Opposition Rebuttal- The last speech the opposition side makes where they explain why, given all the arguments in the debate, the opposition side should still win the debate.  This speech is a maximum of 3 minutes.
10. Proposition Rebuttal- The last speech the opposition side makes where they explain why, given all the arguments in the debate, the proposition side should still win the debate.  This speech is a maximum of 3 minutes.
