ANNUAL FUND GIVING
GOES OVER
GOAL

hile Calvin Christian students

got the day off, their teach-
ers gathered at the Edina middle
school campus on Friday, March 5, to
think together about @Teaching as a
Christian Practice.° The occasion was
the school's annual Faith and Learning
Conference, which was led this year by
Dr. David |. Smith, director of Calvin
College's Kuyers Institute for Christian
Teaching and Learning. Smith showed
himself to be a master teacher, lead-
ing the CCS faculty through engaging,
participative, and thought-provoking
sessions, often marked by laughter.

His theme, @Teaching as a Christian
Practice,® grows from the observa-
tion that faith is not reducible to a
mere system of ideas and beliefs, so
Christian teaching is not merely the
conveying of Christian ideas. Just
as faith takes shape in shared prac-
tices such as hospitality, benevolence,
prayer, worship, and more, so faith
should direct the choice and design
of learning and teaching practices in
Christian schools. Christian schools
should be, said Smith, 2communities
of shared practice.®

A basic challenge of such a community
is learning to integrate biblical truth au-
thenticallybso that it's coherent rather
than fragmented, grounded rather

than spiritualized, authoritative rather
than decorative. Smith illustrated how
merely quoting Scripture or draw-

ing simple moral lessons from a topic
could actually turn learners' attention
away from the subject matter being
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studied. He

and the teachers
then explored
ways that an
authentic bibli-
cal approach
could illumine
the curriculum,
driving students
to deeper under-
standing of the
topic and com-
mitment to apply their learning.

Jon Kroeze expressed the opinion of
several teachers when he said, 8The
thing that stuck with me most was the
garden of delight metaphor and the
idea that we are working in that gar-
den and tending what God has created
good.® Smith contrasted the 2garden
of delight® view of with various secu-
lar educational philosophies. Students
have often been thought of as passive
recipients of educationbthe old image
is of funnels into which knowledge

is poured, a newer one, computers
into which information is entered

for processing. Another tendency of
modern education is to see students as
economic units, whether consumers,
producers, or investments.

A more appropriate picture of
Christian learning, said Smith, is

the biblical image of the garden or
vineyard. The garden of delight
imagerybborrowed from John Amos
Comenius, a 17th century Protestant
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he Minnesota Nonpublic School

Accrediting Association (MNSAA)
has re-accredited Calvin Christian
School through 2017. Calvin has been
accredited since 1989 by MNSAA,
which accredits more than 170
schools statewide. Every seven years
MNSAA's member schools go through
a rigorous re-accreditation process,
including three major elements: a self-
study, a strategic plan, and a site visit.

The culminating site visit brought 11
Christian school educators to Calvin
Christian. From March 15 through 17
they visited classes and talked with teach-
ers, met with school administrators, and
had conversations with board members,
students, and parents. Following their
visit, the team listed the following as
Calvin's most significant strengths:

1. The CCS community exhibits
strong evidence of faith inte-
gration that is tied to a clearly
understood and viable mission.

2. Through quality instruction and
high standards, CCS provides a
rigorous academic program that
meets the needs of all learners.

3. CCS is blessed to have a commit-
ted, qualified, and passionate staff,
faculty, and administrators who
have developed a vibrant partner-
ship with parents, students, and
the broader community.

4. CCS students practice their faith
by being respectful, well-behaved,
and engaged learners.



ast summer the Calvin Christian In response the board set the aggres- of directors. &That said, we're so

board of directors set an ambi- sive Annual Fund goal, cut expenses thankful to see that deficit number get
tious $375,000 Annual Fund goalba by nearly 10 percent, and were grati- smaller as we come up on the end of
$45,000 increase over what had been fied to see CCS parents respond to the the fiscal year.°
raised for operations the previous fiscal challenge by mak-
year. That goal was surpassed on ing Fair Share Pledges
April 22, when total contribqtions _ that avera}ged seven our contribution before the end of this fiscal
regghed $379,000. Atthe tlmg of this percgnt hlghelr than the Y year (July 31) can reduce the deficit even fur-
writing, 194 donors have contributed previous year's. But ther, helping us start the new school year on a solid
$390,852. even these measures fell

footing. Or consider making a gift or pledge to

alt's been such a blessing to see these short of balancing the next year's Annual Fund. The need will once again

kinds of results for the Annual Fund,® budget. be great, especially for financial aid funds and sup-

said Development Director Jim De aRather than make port for the high school's growing program.

Young. 2Last summer | thought this even more painful cuts UE >ZiE>E} VIELPEVAI "TE®AE L IEV
would be a huge stretch. Going over or come up short of a on aSupport CCS® at www.calvinchristian.org.

goal brought home to me the truth larger fundraising goal, - L o o .
that God is able to do so much more we concluded that pre- UE >"+E>EV...iVZEIeEI..iE iUisce«*i”l
than we ask or imagine.° senting a budget with a Calvin Christian School, 4015 Inglewood Ave.

Key to the Annual Fund's success, ac- ;Z?i“csi:'?nzlé:gzzzg?gfle SA' Edma,AMltl 5A54_1?' . ] .
cording to De Young, were the two one vear© explained UE ><<E ""E IE90O"}E>IE™xO0$0nx1E
lead gifts given last fall©$100,000 for year,”explaine transfers of stock or property or to discuss a

program support and financial aid at Craig Veurink, presi- planned gift.

dent of the CCS board

the Edina campus, and a $50,000 fund
to match gifts for the high school.
Those gifts generated excitement and
momentum, which provided another
key to successbbroad participation in
the Annual Fund.

aThe most heartwarming story is the
kindergartner who sent in $15 saved
from her allowance,® said De Young.
aWe also saw a number of first-time
or “largest-ever' gifts from donors,
which is surprising during economic
times like these.®

The results of the Annual Fund will
help reduce the projected deficit by
about a third from the $137,000 bud-
geted shortfall for fiscal year 2009-10.

Approved by the CCS Society last
July, the year-end deficit reflected

the budget-balancing challenge faced
by the board last spring. Student
numbers were down at the K-8 cam-
pusesbmost markedly at the Edina
campusesbthe result of a smaller pool
of school-age children, more schooling
choices, and the effects of the reces-
sion. Enrollment at the high school
continued to grow but more slowly
than hoped.




Twelve 5th-grade students competed
in the Math Masters competition at
Lakeville South High School on April
30. The annual competition con-

sists of a fact drill, an independent
problem-solving component, a team
problem-solving component, and team
problem-solving rounds. Team 1D
Elizabeth Bunce, Taner Eiswald, Faith
Elert, Alex Greene, Jadon Konkel, and
Spencer Weissbplaced seventh out of
40 teams. The students on Team 2B
Annie Amen, Andrew Hienz, Matthew
Nyberg, Nick Oelschlager, Ellie Reed,
and Jacob Suttonbtook home the
second-place plaque. It is remarkable
that CCS had two teams finish in the
top seven considering that many large
schools, both public and private, were
involved in this competition.

Individuals on the team were also
recognized for outstanding perfor-
mances. Out of 200 students in the
competition, Spencer W. placed in
the top 10 on the fact drill; in the
individual problem-solving competi-
tion, Matthew N. placed 5th, Nick O.,
16th, and Annie A., 21st.

Donated items are pouring in, a vol-
unteer corps is developing, and next
steps are being planned toward the
opening of a thrift store that will help
fund education at Calvin Christian
School. A recent positive development
was the donation of warehouse space
by a generous CCS family. On June
26, more than 50 volunteers and staff
members moved the inventory of do-
nated items from a rented warehouse
to the donated space.

aWe are so thankful for all of the gen-
erous donations for the Thrift Store
and for the people who have been giv-
ing their time to help,° said Christine

Weiss, a lead volunteer for the effort.
a\We couldn't do it without them!°

Scores of CCS parents have signed up
to help with the many and varied tasks
involved in planning, preparing for,

and operating a thrift store. Former
parents, alumni, grandparents, and
other CCS supporters are invited to
join the effort. Call or e-mail Christine
Weiss (952-926-5124, tcweiss@
comcast.net) or Beth Heaton (952-937-
2787, bkheaton@earthlink.net).

In April Dr. Peggy Kendall and Dr.
Ripley Smith presented an interac-
tive seminar, @Parenting the Digital
Generation.° Smith and Kendall led
CCS parents in an examination of

the benefits and challenges of raising
children in our technology-saturated
culture, exploring the faith implica-
tions of our media use and how to
navigate the media landscape as a
digital immigrant. Kendall is a former
CCS parent, while Smith currently has
children attending Calvin Christian.
Both are communication professors at
Bethel University.

Flag football and track are the latest
additions to the list of interscholastic
athletics in which Calvin high school
students can participate. Starting with
small numbers and limited experience,
the track team and Coach Jennifer
Olin competed in five meets and are
looking forward to growing the pro-
gram next year and beyond.

The CCHS flag football team played

in a five-school league newly formed
by the Eastern Minnesota Athletic
Conference. Calvin's team, coached
by Curt Teunissen, notched seven wins
and one loss to finish at the top of the
league standings. 2The kids all had a
good experience and are looking for-
ward to it next year,° said Teunissen.

a0ur teams competed well in sports
activities throughout the year,°
commented Athletic Director Steve
Ahrenholz. @They played deep into the
conference tournaments and won the
sportsmanship awards in both volley-
ball and girls basketball.®



The Calvin Christian Choral Festival on April 16 gave all Calvin Christian
middle school and high school choir students the privilege of working and
learning from Dr. Dennis Port, Bethel University’s choral conductor. During
the afternoon Dr. Port worked with Calvin’s choirs individually and with a
mass choir including more than 30 members of the Bethel University Concert
Choir. The festival came to a rousing conclusion with an evening concert by
the individual and mass choirs at Calvary Church in Edina.

High school seeks
exchange students,
host families

With Calvin Christian accred-
ited for the first time as a

K-12 institution, the high school

is now eligible to join Calvin's

K-8 campuses as schools certi-

fied by the U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement's Student and
Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP).
Once approved, CCHS will be able
to provide the 1-20 form, which
visiting students need in order to ap-
ply for a student visa. Calvin high
school staff members have also been
working with ASSE, an agency that
provides visa certification for stu-
dents wishing to study in the U.S. on
exchange visitor status.

Whether working directly with
Calvin or coming through ASSE,
students are likely to need families
willing to host them while they at-
tend CCHS. Families interested in
learning more about this oppor-
tunity are encouraged to talk with
Assistant Development Director
Keith Ter Haar (keith@calvinchris-
tian.org, 763-245-7786) or Principal
Wendell Schaap.










Teachers practice what they learned

llowing the Faith and Learning
Conference, Calvin Christian
teachers have begun using Smith's
ideas to help make their teaching prac-
tices more intentionally Christian.

Peggy Bierma was struck by Smith's
focus on loving our neighbor by
learning how to help meet the needs
of different people groups, which has
led him to use real people to teach
about cultures and their history. She
plans to visit his website this summer
as she works on incorporating more
concrete examples to teach abstract
concepts to her kindergartners at
CCS-Blaine.

aDr. Smith used Russian history to
provide excellent examples of how

to create higher level discussion
questions and connect the topic with
the Christian worldview,° said Gary
Schmidt, middle school principal/
teacher at the Edina campus. Schmidt
was inspired to develop more mean-
ingful, thought-provoking questions

for his 6th grade geography students
to wrestle with as they studied differ-
ent regional issues. Schmidt credits
this approach with helping to improve
students' critical thinking skills and
generating more depth and insight
during class discussion.

Dinah Niederloh used pictures and background inform
problems to her 3rd graders. After discussing wate
means to address them, installing “play pumps,” stu
problem: A school had nine 2nd graders. The 3rd-gr
students than the 2nd grade. If they split all the
groups to play on the play pump, how many students

Dinah Niederloh was struck by
Smith's examples of using pic-
tures and stories in his teaching of
language to get students thinking
Christianly about other aspects of
life. She decided that her third-
grade students' study of math could
be enriched by this approach. She
began to rewrite each unit's story
problems to focus on compassion
and how to address real problems in
developing countries. For the final
three units of the year, Niederloh
wrote story problems on the poverty
and shortage of food in Haiti, on
water shortages and means to al-
leviate them, and on the difference
between the lives of school children
in Sudan and those of her own
students.

] found that by grabbing the stu-
dents' interest and building the sense
of outreach and compassion through
photographs and discussions, the
students were more focused and
thoughtful in their work,° explained
Niederloh. 8The new story prob-
lems focused on the same skills that
the lesson in the curriculum had
been teaching, but now the assign-
ments served a greater purpose than
just teaching the skills.°

ation to introduce story
r shortages in Africa and one
dents worked on this story
ade class had nine more
2nd and 3rd graders into three
would be in each group?
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