Summer Recommended Reading Lists
Calvin Christian School
Blaine Campus

For students entering grade 5

No Talking
The Homework Machine

The Tale of Despereaux

The Journal of Biddy Owens

Holes

The Phantom Tollbooth

The Great Brain

Shiloh

Beezus and Ramona,

Sideway Stories from Wayside School
Homesick

Shakespeare’s Spy

Little Cricket

Love, Ruby Lavender

Across the Lines

In the Year of the Boar and Jackie
Robinson

Authors

Andrew Clements
Dan Gutman
Sharon Creech
Jack Gantos
Phyllis Naylor
Beverly Cleary
Gary Paulsen
Roald Dahl

Jean Craighead George
Kate DiCamillo
Barbara Park
Jerry Spinelli

Non-Fiction Authors

Kathryn Lasky
Jane Yolen

Mary Pope Osborne
Seymour Simon
David Adler

Any Newbery Award Winner/Honor
American Girls

Dear America series

Sammy Keyes mysteries

Magic Tree House

Non-fiction & other ideas

Ships by David Macaulay
Spy Science: 40 Secret-Sleuthing, Code-

Cracking, Spy-Catching Activities for
Kids by Jim Wiese
Snowball Launchers, Giant-Pumpkin

On My Own Biography Growers, and Other Cool Contraptions
On My Own History by Tom Fox
= Baseball by Kelly James
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Parents, please remember that different books appeal to and are
appropriate for different children—even within the same grade level.
As parents, it is your responsibility to use your discernment and
W egj parental discretion in monitoring your child’s reading material. You
=4 know your child’s interests, maturity, and reading level. Be aware of
what books you child is reading and take time to read them yourself. It
can open the door to some great discussions!




Promoting reading y

development in your home

Phonics, Word Study and

Vocabulary Development
-the relationships between letters and sounds;
being able to decode new words, spelling;
understanding word meanings
% sort and discuss words—by

sound patterns, syllables,

etc
< help students decode N .@
larger words by breaking \\‘Q/

them into smaller chunks

% play word games like Scrabble and
Boggle

% be sure you have a good dictionary
available and use it often as a family
and encourage your child to use it as
they read

% use vocabulary words from topics
being studied in school

Fluency
-reading text accurately, quickly, and with
expression, the bridge between word
recognition and comprehension
% read aloud to your child
% encourage your child
to read aloud each
day
% have your child read
aloud into a tape
recorder and then
listen to it together
% read aloud a section of text and then
invite your child to read the same
part (echo reading)
% allow your children to read the Bible
or devotional for the family
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Comprehension
-the understanding of what is being read;
actively thinking during reading and monitoring
understanding
% ask your child to predict what
might happen next in a story
% have your child explain
connections between a book they
are reading and their own lives or
other books
% discuss the theme and author’s
message of the books your child
reads
% talk through and compare the
mental images you and your child
are creating as you read a book
together

Love for Reading

-developing the lifestyle of a reader

% model good reading for your child

% order them a subscription to an age-
appropriate magazine

% read together with your child

% have a variety of engaging reading
material in different areas of your
house

% treat your child to a gift of their own
book occasionally

% make
frequent trips
to the public
library and
assist your
child in
finding engaging books that are at
their “just right” reading level

References: The Reading Teacher, Reading Today, Institute for Educational Development, Guiding Readers and Writers



