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1. 
December Theme -   Where  Am I?  The theme 
2.
Middle School Christmas Concert: Make plans now to attend the Middle School Christmas Concert at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday,  December 9 in the worship center at Calvary Church (5300 France Ave.)   All middle school band and choir students need to arrive at Calvary Church by 6:40 p.m. wearing their white choir and band polo shirts, black pants, and or skirts, and black shoes and black socks.  The middle school band and choir will be performing selections appropriate to the Christmas season.
3.
CCS Students are Memorizing Luke 2:1-20  Many of the classrooms at CCS are memorizing a portion or all of Luke 2:1-20 during the month of December.  This may be a wonderful opportunity for your entire family to work together in memorizing the passage of scripture.  Please consider reciting this passage when riding in the car, sitting around the dinner table, or anytime your family is together.
4.
Middle School Christmas Concert:  Make plans now to attend the Middle School Christmas Concert at 7:00 p.m. next Tuesday, December 13 in the worship center at Calvary Church (5300 France Ave.)  The middle school band and choirs will be performing selections appropriate to the Christmas season.

5.
Ice Skate Exchange  We will be having an ice skate exchange at the Edina campus.  Please bring in any ice skate from home that you no longer use.  They will be placed on a table in the hallway and made available to parents.   See the attached flyer for more information.

6.
Prayer Requests  During the month of December we are asking the Calvin Christian community to pray for our 3rd grade students along with their teachers Mrs. O’Reilly & Mrs. Teunissen.
7.
Christmas Collection for V.E.A.P   During the remaining school days in December, Calvin Christian School is sponsoring a collection for V.E.A.P. (Volunteers Enlisted to Assist People).   VEAP is a local non-profit agency serving low-income families, individuals, elderly, and disabled persons in the communities of Bloomington, Edina, Richfield, and South Minneapolis.   According to the VEAP  website, the most needed items are: tuna, canned chicken, canned beef stew, canned chili, canned ham, SPAM, bags of dry pinto and dry black beans, peanut butter, four/sugar.  Also needed are diapers, baby formula, baby wipes, laundry soap, toothpaste, and toilet paper.  All items can be brought to CCS and placed near the Christmas tree in the lobby.   Thank you for participating in this opportunity to help families in need in our local community.
8.
Calling All Boxtops!  We will be collecting Boxtops at the end of January…so keep an eye on your holiday food purchases.  Each boxtop brings in 10 cents for our school…in cash!  Keep a little lunch baggie handy in your kitchen and keep collecting them for the January collection.  The 2 families with the most box tops turned in will win a prize…so start saving! 

9.
Cold Weather Policy  Now that the cold weather season is upon us, please make sure that your children are dressed appropriately for recess.  This includes coat, mittens, hat, boots and snow pants.  Our students are a hearty bunch and go outside for recess every day.  

10.
More Cold Weather Information  At CCS the following guidelines are followed concerning outdoor 

activity in cold weather: *No outdoor activity will occur during the school day if one of the following is true:

· The temperature is 0° or below

· The windchill is lower than -20°

Outdoor activity will be limited to 10 minute sessions if the temperature is above 0°and the windchill is between -10° and -20°.  Temperatures and windchills are determined by information generated from our weather station.  
11.
School Cancellation  When inclement weather makes it impossible to conduct school, an announcement will be made over radio station WCCO (830 AM).  Cancellations will also be announced over TV stations KARE-11, WCCO-4, and KSTP-5.  The three campuses of Calvin Christian are designated as Calvin Christian-Edina, Calvin Christian-Blaine, and Calvin Christian High School.  Because weather conditions can vary throughout the metro area, we will announce cancellations separately for each campus.  If it is necessary to cancel school during the day because of a storm, parents will be notified via e-mail and a phone call from the school or from another parent making calls on behalf of the school.  If you believe weather conditions make it unsafe or you to take your child to school, please call the office to inform us.  Our families come from many different metro areas, and we expect families to use their best judgment.

12.  Geography Bee  Congratulations to all the finalists of the geography bee who competed on Tuesday, November 29.   7th grader, Nick Oelschlaeger, won the CCS Geography Bee for the third consecutive year.  Seventh grader Jesse Caldwell-Tautges, was runner up, while sixth grader Joshua Sirek, placed 3rd.  Congratulations to our geography scholars!
13.  50th Anniversary Commemorative Book - The 50th anniversary book is a full-color, 64-page, soft-cover book with more than 150 pictures, history, recollections, and commentary. This book can be purchased from the office at Calvin for $18.00.  For an additional $2 it can be sent to your home. 
            50th Anniversary Commemorative Book - Calvin               Christian School  www.calvinchristian.org
14.
Hot Lunch Order Forms The January Hot Lunch order forms and menus were sent home with each student today.  Forms can also be found online on the Edina K-8 Communication page under Forms & Information. New for the month of January - please note that the concentrated study meal, the meal that culminates our study of Ecuador, will be held on Friday, January 27.  We encourage students to order this meal to enhance their study of this area of our world.  Students who wish to order the Ecuadorian meal must do so on this order form.  The cost per student for the concentrated study meal will be $5.00 and is indicated on the order form.   Students will still have the option to order the regular hot lunch pizza meal if they choose not to order the Ecuadorian meal.  Please return all forms and money into the office by Friday, December 9 by 3:15 p.m.  Unfortunately no late order forms can be accepted.
15.
Computer Needed for Weather Station  CCS is in need of a computer to replace the one that runs our weather station.  The ideal computer would be a Windows machine that is less than 4 years old.  We don’t need a monitor, just the computer.  If you can 

help, please contact Scott Ross sross@calvinchristian.org.
16.
Classified Ads  Please see the classified ads that are attached along with the Happenings newsletter today.
17.
Butterbraids will be delivered to Calvin Christian on Wednesday, December 14.   

18.
Parents Praying for Calvin  Come a little early for pick up and let’s gather together to lift up the staff, students, families, and Calvin Christian in prayer.  We will meet Thursdays to pray from 3:10-3:25 in the conference room across from the main office.  Younger siblings are welcome.  Just come when you can.  Matthew 18:19-21.

19.
Moms In Touch  Mom in Touch prayer group will meet every Monday morning from 9:00-10:00 am in the conference room in the elementary building.  Please join us to pray for Calvin Christian School, it’s students, teachers, staff, parents, and the larger community that supports Calvin Christian. 

20.
Identity School Store   Remember that you can purchase Calvin Christian Spirit Wear online at your convenience and have the items shipped to your home.  The store has general merchandise as well as merchandise customized for each campus. Go to www.identitystores.com and then enter Calvin Christian in the search tab to find our store.  The 10% discount code is: 1367552317527251.  CCS does benefit financially from the sales of this merchandise.
21.
School-wide Concentrated Study of Ecuador   During the weeks of January 17-27, the CCS Edina campuses will be involved in a school-wide concentrated study of Ecuador.  The staff is currently making preparations for this study.  If you have any ideas for speakers or know of any resources that would facilitate our study of this country, please let the CCS office know.
This Week’s Volunteers:

       Hot Lunch (Elementary School)

	Mon., Dec. 
	5
	Annette Kjer

	Tues., Dec.
	6
	Sue Schmit

	Wed., Dec.
	7
	Lisa DeKam

	Thurs., Dec.
	8
	Kate Lee

	Fri., Dec. 
	9
	Candis Johnson

	Mon., Dec.
	12
	Sandra Hiller

	
	
	



Playground Supervisor
	Mon., Dec.
	5
	John Healey

	Tues., Dec.
	6
	Kevin Schreifels

	Wed., Dec.
	7
	Tom Egger

	Thurs., Dec.
	8
	Heidi Graves

	Fri., Dec. 
	9 
	Steve Bosch

	Mon., Dec.
	12
	Joel Kamp



       Volunteer of the Day
	Tues., Dec.
	6
	Linda Marcus

	Thurs., Dec.
	8
	Taunya Schindeldecker

	Tues., Dec.
	13
	Joelle Madsen

	
	
	


Upcoming Events   

	Dec.
	8
	K-5 Christmas Program – 7:00 pm @ Calvary Church; 5300 France Ave. S., Edina

	Dec.
	12
	Mom’s In Touch – 9:00 a.m.

	Dec.
	13
	Grades 1,3, & 5 perform for Calvary Senior Group

	
	13
	Middle School Christmas Concert – 7:00 pm @ Calvary Church; 5300 France Ave. S., Edina

	
	13
	CCS Board of Directors Meeting @ Edina

	Dec.
	15
	Grade 2 Field Trip – Minnesota Ballet 

	Dec.
	16
	Grade 5 Special Speaker – French Voyageurs

	
	16
	Teacher’s Lunch In

	Dec.


	17
	Regional Lego Tournament @ Sanford Middle School in Minneapolis – 8:00 am – 5:00 pm

	Dec.
	21
	Caroling in the Hall – 9:00 am

	Dec.
	22
	Christmas Break Begins

	Jan.
	3
	Classes Resume

	Jan.
	17
	Concentrated Study Begins - Ecuador

	Jan.
	27
	Concentrated Study Meal


Athletic Events

Please check out the athletic calendar for this week’s Basketball games.   The athletic calendar can be found on our website:  www.calvinchristian.org - Edina K-8 – Activities – Athletic Calendar.  GO EAGLES!
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“For onto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”	Isaiah 9:6								
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