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1.
Happy New Year!    A new year has begun.   We look at the year ahead knowing that it can be filled with many uncertainties.   For some of us it will be a year filled with exciting challenges, open doors, and amazing opportunities.  For others the year may contain struggles, hardships, and surprising difficulties.  God does not guarantee that everything will go the way we plan.  However, he does something far more important:  God promises His presence throughout the coming year.  God assures us that He knows what’s ahead.  The entire year is spread out before the Lord.  And the same God who knows all about the year ahead promises to go with us every step of the way.  He asks us to put our trust in Him.  Have a blessed New Year!  Steve Groen, Superintendent
2.  
January Theme: The theme for the 2011/12 school year is “Deeply Rooted – Bearing Fruit.”   In order to be deeply rooted, we must know the answers to some basic questions such as “Who am I?  Where am I?  What am I called to do?   During the first three months of this school year, our theme has focused on  “Who am I?”    This month we continue our focus on  “Where am I?”     In answering this question, we first proclaim with the Psalmist that “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.”   The creation certainly displays the handiwork of its Maker and we see evidence of this splendor in so many places.  But that is only part of the story.  The apostle Paul tells us that creation also groans from the heavy burden of sin weighing it down (Romans 8:19 -23).  Our planet is no longer the perfect world that came from the hand of the Creator.  Due to the consequences of humanity’s disobedience, our world is disturbed, distorted, and deformed. The strains of natural disasters, environmental pollution, political corruption, and social alienation are evident around us.  

But Paul reminds us that there is good news for this groaning world. God’s mission is not just the saving of souls but also the liberation of his whole creation  (Rom. 8:21).  God is at work in Christ to reconcile people not only to himself but also to each other and to
the natural world.  God has called His children to be involved in this transformational process as His “ministers of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:17 – 20). So let’s get busy addressing the groans of creation in the areas of environmental stewardship, health care, economics, politics and all other fields in which the Lord has called us to work.  It is also vitally important that we equip future generations for this transformational work.    Please pray for staff of Calvin Christian School and all those involved in this important task.     Steve Groen – CCS Superintendent  
3.
Thank You for Your Donations to the Christmas Giving Project for VEAP  Thanks  to your generosity, over 135 pounds of food and personal hygiene items were donated to VEAP which in turn distributes these items to families in need.   Thank you for blessing struggling families through your donations.

4.
Thank You  The staff and teachers at Calvin Christian are so grateful to you, the parents and families of our students.  You are a blessing and encouragement of us always, and most recently as we celebrated Christmas.  Your expressions of thanks and support are a wonderful encouragement to us.  Thank You!

5.
Ice Skating  During the month of January (beginning today, January 3) the Physical Education classes will be held outside on the ice rink.  The students will ice skate on their scheduled PE day.  The middle school students have the option to bring skates or to just wear boots on the ice.  Please be sure that skates fit properly.
Also, students must come to school with warm clothing - hats, gloves, warm tall socks, etc. Students will not be able to “grab” hats and mittens from the lost and found bin.  Skate guards are required to protect the carpeted floors and the skate blades as students walk to the ice rink.
6.
Ice Skate Exchange  Our ice skate exchange at the Edina campus is ongoing.  Please bring in any ice skate from home that you no longer use.  They will be placed on a table in the hallway and made available to parents.  

7.
New Parent Portal  CCS is transitioning to a new website for our private parent communication.  An email was sent on Monday with instructions on how to access the site, and we’ve attached a copy of that letter to the Happenings.  Please note that we will have optional parent trainings on how to use the site at the Edina campus on Thursday, January 5 at 7:00 pm and Friday, January 6 at 9:00 am.  Please contact the Edina campus office with any questions.
8.
Interest Meeting for Hosting an International Student for anyone interested in hearing more about hosting an international student, please attend an informational meeting on Friday, January 27 at approximately 7:30 pm following the basketball games at CCHS.  Hear from former and current host families about their experience in this unique mission.  Please join us on the 3rd floor, where pizza and refreshments will be provided.  RSVP to Keith TerHaar by email:  keith@calvinchristian.org if you plan to attend.

9.  Wanted: Calvin COMEDY Night Day-of- Event Producer   Seeking a person with producer/production experience to oversee the overall stage show, talent, 

technical staff, and volunteers of the Calvin Comedy Night! This highly anticipated inaugural event will be held February 11, 2012 at 7:30 pm. Your time commitment is limited to the week before the event and the day of the event only! Please contact Kevin Distad at kevindistad@gmail.com or 763-350-5966 or Missy Kamp at mjk934@yahoo.com or 708-703-1138 with any questions.

10.
Hockey Sticks Needed  Calvin Christian is blessed to have a hockey rink just steps from our school.  Many students enjoy learning and playing hockey.  However the school does not have it’s own supply of sticks.  If you have any hockey sticks you could donate, Mr. Larson would be happy to take them.  They can be any size as long as they are still usable.
11.
Edina Campus Concentrated Study of Ecuador   During the weeks of January 17-27, the CCS Edina campuses will be involved in a school-wide concentrated study of Ecuador.  The staff is currently preparing for this study.  Several guest speakers/assemblies have been scheduled and a meal is being planned for January 27.  Please let the CCS office know of any ideas for speakers of any other resources that would facilitate our study of this country. 

12.
No School – January 16 – Martin Luther King Day     Classes will not be in session at CCS on Monday, January 16.
13.
Calling All Boxtops!  We will be collecting Boxtops at the end of January…look for boxtops on your holiday food purchases.  Each boxtop brings in 10( for our school…in cash!  Keep a little lunch baggie handy in your kitchen and continue collecting them for the January collection.  The 2 families with the most box tops turned in will win a prize…so start saving! 

14.
Be Prepared for Cold Weather  Temperatures in Minnesota can get downright bone chilling during the next several months.  Please make sure that your child is dressed appropriately for recess every day.  This includes coat, mittens, hat, boots and snow pants.  Students are not allowed to stay inside during recess.
15.
Computer Needed for Weather Station  CCS is in need of a computer to replace the one that runs our weather station.  The ideal computer would be a Windows machine that is less than 4 years old.  We don’t need a monitor, just the computer.  Please contact

Scott Ross sross@calvinchristian.org.
16.
Moms In Touch  Moms in Touch prayer group will meet every Monday morning from 9:00-10:00 am in the conference room in the elementary building.  Please join us to pray for Calvin Christian School, it’s students, teachers, staff, parents, and the larger community that supports Calvin Christian. 

This Week’s Volunteers:


       Hot Lunch (Elementary School)

	Mon., Jan. 
	2
	No School

	Tues., Jan.
	3
	Shelly D.

	Wed., Jan.
	4
	Lisa D.

	Thurs., Jan.
	5
	Ann F.

	Fri., Jan.
	6
	Candis J.

	Mon., Jan.
	9
	Annette K.

	
	
	



Playground Supervisor
	Mon., Jan.
	2
	No School

	Tues., Jan.
	3
	Kevin S.

	Wed., Jan.
	4
	Joshua S.

	Thurs., Jan.
	5
	Heidi G.

	Fri., Jan.
	6
	Eric H.

	Mon., Jan.
	9
	John H.

	
	
	



       Volunteer of the Day
	Tues., Jan.
	3
	Linda M.

	Fri., Jan.
	6
	Faerol W.


Upcoming Events   

	Jan.

	3

	Classes Resume


	Jan.

	9

	Mom’s In Touch Prayer Meeting


	Jan.

	10

	CCS Board Meeting   – 7:00 pm


	Jan.

	11

	Special Speaker – Gr. 1 - Magnets


	Jan.

	16

	No School – Martin Luther King Day


	Jan.

	17

	Concentrated Study Begins – Ecuador


	Jan.

	23

	No School – Records Day


	Jan.

	27

	Concentrated Study Noon Meal



			

	
	
	

	
	
	


Athletic Events

Please check out the athletic calendar on our website:  www.calvinchristian.org - Edina K-8 – Activities – Athletic Calendar.  GO EAGLES!
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“We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies.  For in this hope we were saved.”   Romans 8:22 – 24a
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