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1. Beginning of Second Semester Today marks the beginning of the second semester of the 2011-2012 school year.  We have many reasons to give thanks as we reflect on the ways the Lord has blessed us so far in this school year.  We are pleased to partner with you in the education of your children.

This midpoint is a good time for each of us to evaluate our individual effort, attitude, and performance as it relates to school life.  This is an excellent time to set goals for the second half of the year and begin working toward achieving those goals.  Colossians 3:23 says, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  It is the Lord Jesus Christ you are serving.”  May each of us be committed to doing our best for the Lord.  

Here are some concrete ways you can help your child’s educational experience in the second half of the school year:

· Pray regularly for your child, his/her teacher, and   Calvin Christian School.

· Establish good reading habits. Reading skills can be improved by establishing a regular reading time   with your child.  Make regular trips to the library so your child can select books that interest him/her.  Demonstrate to your child that learning does not end when the dismissal bell rings at school.

· Make learning a priority.  Limit the amount of television, computer, or video games that tend to take up a lot of time.  Create a regular place and time for homework to be completed.  Make sure your child gets plenty of sleep and eats a good breakfast.

· Be involved in your child’s education.  Keep in touch with your child’s teacher through written notes, emails, visits, or phone calls.  Ask your child about his/her day at school, look over his/her homework, and read the newsletters and e-mails that are 
sent from school.  Encourage your  child  in his  
effort  and  work.   Note the  positive things  your  child 
is  doing  and praise him/her for those things.

We are looking forward to a great second semester of the 2011/2012 school year!  





Steve Groen, CCS Superintendent

2.
Report Cards for the 2nd Marking Period  Report cards for the 2nd Marking Period will be shared electronically through RenWeb.  RenWeb is the new School Management Software Program that CCS recently adopted.   We will notify you as to when your child’s report card is available for viewing through the parent portal.  You will also receive a link to access your child’s report card. 
3.   Calvin Comedy Night!!! Purchase tickets and join us for a night of Big, Clean Laughs! on Saturday, February 11th at 7:30 p.m.  The event will take place at Calvary Church in Edina (5300 France Ave. S.) with the doors opening at 6:30 p.m.  Click here to visit  http://www.calvincomedynight.com for all the details and to order your tickets today!  Funds raised at this event will support the CCS operating fund.

4.
Science Fair Invitation  Parents, family and friends of CCS are invited to the middle school science fair open house.  The open house will take place in the elementary school lobby from 2:50-3:26 p.m. on Thursday, January 26.  7th grade students will be standing by their projects and will be available to answer questions.  We are proud of our student’s accomplishments and hope you can attend.

5.
Pre-Registration An email regarding pre-registration was sent last Friday afternoon.  If you did not receive it, please check your spam box; if still unable to find it, call your campus office.  Text of the email message is available on ParentsWeb, as is a link to the form at (www.calvinchristian.org/preregister.cfm).   The form submission and $250 per family pre-registration fee is due by February 3.  The pre-registration fee is a prepayment of your registration fee, due in early April. 

6.
Informational Meeting about Hosting an International Student  Calvin Christian School would like to enroll additional international students in the future.  There are international students ready to enroll at CCS dependent on whether we have host families for them to live with.  Enrolling an international student can be a great learning opportunity for the CCS students as well as the host family.  If you are interested in learning more about hosting an international student, please attend an informational meeting this Friday, January 27 at approximately 7:30 pm following the basketball games at the Calvin Christian High School.  Hear from former and current host families about their experience in this unique mission.  Please join us on the 3rd floor, where pizza and refreshments will be provided.  RSVP to Keith TerHaar by email:  keith@calvinchristian.org if you plan to attend.

7.
Edina Campus Concentrated Study of Ecuador  Continues!  “Buenas Dias” The school-wide “concentrated study of Ecuador continues this week.   Staff members have prepared many interesting lessons about this diverse and fascinating country.   On Wed., Jan. 25, the MN Zoo Mobile will be at CCS to share information about animals that can be found in this region.  On Friday, January 27, 9:15-9:55 am  Leo and Kathy Lara will  enlighten us on Ecuadorian music.  We are looking forward to this exciting learning opportunity and invite parents to join us for our special assemblies.

8.
Ecuadorian Meal  As part of our concentrated study of Ecuador, students who pre-ordered the meal will enjoy an Ecuadorian meal on Friday, January 27.  The meal menu will be:

· Chicken Soup Broth

· Tropical Fruit Cup

· Beef Empanadas – stuffed pastry

· Maduro – fried plantains

· Tostones – fried green plantains

· Tres Leches Cake – sweet cake

Thank you parents who have graciously volunteered to help serve and clean up.  Your help makes this wonderful event possible!
9.
New to You Thritique News   Things are great at New to You Thriftique, a volunteer-run thrift shop supporting Calvin Christian School. We have had an excellent holiday selling season and we hope to keep the momentum going in the new year. Donations are accepted at the CCS campuses or at the thrift store during operating hours, or furniture donations can be picked up from your home. New to You Thriftique is also looking for a few more volunteers to work one monthly shift at the store in Golden Valley. You will find the schedulers to be flexible and we guarantee you'll have fun while working at the Thriftique.  If you can help out once per month, please e-mail Beth Heaton at bkcbh1@gmail.com or Christine Weiss at ceweiss2711@gmail.com and you will be added to the schedule. Thanks for supporting CCS by supporting New to You  Thriftique!
10.
7th and 8th Grade Students  can try out for The Music Man after school until 5:00 on Thursday, January 26.  Please contact Mr. Ross if you have questions. 
11.
Happy Box Top Month!  This is the month to turn in your boxtops.  Please place your boxtops in the red bin next to the Kemps milk top container in the hallway. Remember to trim the boxtops and put your name in the bag before you turn it in. The 2 families that have the most boxtops turned in by Tuesday, January 31 will receive a prize!

12. Admission Event  Please let your friends, relatives, neighbors, and colleagues know about Calvin Christian’s upcoming admissions Information Meeting.  Families interested in learning more about Calvin Christian’s program and mission can attend our Open House on Saturday, February 4, at 10:00 a.m.

13.
Parent Teacher Conferences  Parent Teacher Conferences will be held on Thursday, March 1, Monday, March 5, and Thursday, March 8.  The attached form must be completed by Friday, January  20.  All Middle School conferences are student led; all middle school students are required to schedule a conference with their home room teacher.  If you have students in grades K-5 and have been in regular contact with your child’s teacher and do not wish to schedule a conference, please indicate this on the form, and turn it in to the school office.
14.
Moms In Touch  Moms in Touch prayer group will meet every Monday morning from 9:00-10:00 am in the conference room in the elementary building.  Please join us to pray for Calvin Christian School, it’s students, teachers, staff, parents, and the larger community that supports Calvin Christian.
This Week’s Volunteers:


       Hot Lunch (Elementary School)

	Mon., Jan. 
	23
	No School

	Tues., Jan.
	24
	Jill M.

	Wed., Jan.
	25
	Diane A.

	Thurs., Jan.
	26
	Brooke T.

	Fri., Jan.
	27
	Jennifer B.

	Mon., Jan.
	30
	Summer B.

	
	
	


Playground Supervisor
	Mon., Jan.
	23
	No School

	Tues., Jan.
	24
	Tom E.

	Wed., Jan.
	25
	Connie M.

	Thurs., Jan.
	26
	Jim H.

	Fri., Jan.
	27
	Steve B.

	Mon., Jan.
	30
	John K.



  Volunteer of the Day

	Tues., Jan.
	24
	Jill E.


Upcoming Events   

	Jan.

	23

	No School – Records Day


	Jan.
	25

	Special Assembly –Rain Forest Animals –

10:40 am in the gym


	Jan.
	26

	Science Fair Open House – 3:00 p.m.


		26

	Music Man try outs – 7th & 8th Grade


	Jan.

	27

	Special Assembly – Ecuadorian Music –

9:15 am in the gym 


		27

	Ecuadorian Noon Meal


		27

	International Student Hosting Mtg. at 

CCHS – 7:00 p.m.


	Jan.

	30

	Mom’s In Touch


		30

	No Edina Bus Service


	Jan.

	27

	Ecuadorian Noon Meal


	Feb.

	1

	Kindergarten/Grade 1 Field Trip to

Stages Theatre – Llama Llama Red Pajama


	Feb.

	4

	Admissions Information Mtg. - 10:00 a.m.


		10

	6th Grade – Downhill Skiing


			7th Grade – Bowling / afternoon


			8th Grade – Cross Country Skiing


		15

	Grade 3 Field Trip – Feed My Starving 

Children



			

	
	
	

	
	
	


Athletic Events

Please check out the athletic calendar on our website:  www.calvinchristian.org - Edina K-8 – Activities – Athletic Calendar.  GO EAGLES!
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“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope,  encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.”   2  Thessalonians 2: 16 - 17					
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